
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The	  purpose	  of	  this	  publication	  is	  to	  spread	  
the	  truth,	  to	  sow	  God’s	  good	  seed,	  the	  
Word	  of	  God,	  and	  to	  confront	  religious	  

error	  for	  the	  good	  of	  men’s	  souls.	  
Edited	  by	  Allen	  Dvorak	  

	  

Schedule	  of	  Services:	  
Sunday	  –	  

9:00am	   	   Bible	  Study	  	  
10:00am	   	   Worship	  
5:00pm	   	   Worship	  

Wednesday	  –	  
7:00pm	   	   Bible	  Study	  

	  

Published	  weekly	  by	  a	  group	  of	  God’s	  people	  in	  
the	  Monrovia	  community	  and	  meeting	  at:	  

461	  Kelly	  Spring	  Road	  
Harvest,	  AL	  	  35749	  

	  Telephone:	  256-‐325-‐8585	  
	  

For	  additional	  information	  about	  us,	  visit	  our	  
website	  

http://spreadingtruth.org	  
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 There are several things that can happen to 
any of us that would just simply “make our 
day.” Being corrected is probably not one of 
them. Sometimes the feeling is made even 
worse when the correction is given by certain 
individuals like, for instance, our spouse, best 
friend or our boss at work. 
The only people who don’t need to know how 
to respond to correction are perfect people, 
i.e., people who never do anything that 
requires correction! As you might suspect, 
that’s a very, very small group! 

In 1 Samuel 25, the powerful and moving 
story of David and Abigail illustrates the right 
way to respond to correction. The 
background of the story is that David and 600 
men were hiding from king Saul in the 
mountains of southern Judah. They were 
somewhat dependent upon the generosity of 
the local landowners for their supplies. 

“Folly is with him” 
One of those landowners was a rich man 
named Nabal. In 1 Samuel 25, Nabal and his 
men were washing and shearing three 
thousand sheep. The time of sheep shearing 
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was a time of celebration and thanksgiving, a 
time of feasting and rejoicing. David sent ten 
of his men to ask Nabal to share with David 
and his men in return for the protection that 
Nabal’s shepherds had enjoyed with David’s 
men in the wilderness. Not only had David 
and his men refrained from taking supplies 
from Nabal by force, they had protected 
Nabal from losses from predators. 

Nabal was having nothing of it; he answered 
David’s messengers scornfully, using David’s 
refugee status as an excuse for not giving him 
anything. “Who is David? Who is the son of 
Jesse? There are many servants these days 
who are breaking away from their masters. 
Shall I take my bread and my water and my 
meat that I have killed for my shearers and 
give it to men who come from I do not know 
where” (vv. 10-11). My, my, my…It was 
Nabal’s bread, Nabal’s water and Nabal’s 
meat and he was not interested in sharing! 

David’s messengers returned to him and 
relayed Nabal’s response. David became 
angry and decided to wipe out the household 
(all the males) of Nabal (vv. 13, 21-22). 
Accompanied by 400 men, David began the 

“Children need your presence more than your presents.” 
-- from a church sign 

 
“Habits are cobwebs at first; cables at last.” 

-- Chinese proverb 

Notable	  Quotables	  

SOWER 

THE 

	  

Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
It was Shimei, a Benjaminite, who 

cursed David as the king fled Jerusalem 
because of the coup of Absalom. When 

David returned victorious over 
Absalom, Shimei begged for his life. 

David promised him that he would not 
die and, in fact, Solomon gave 

conditions whereby Shimei could 
live…but Shimei violated them and was 
executed (2 Samuel 16:5-8; 19:16-23; 1 

Kings 2:36-46). 
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He recognized that her rebuke was for his good 
(vv. 33-34). 

Our Response to Rebuke 
How do we respond to others who try to help us 
live righteously and godly in the sight of the Lord? 
Do we get angry at any correction? Do we resent 
the one who corrects? Paul asked the Galatians, 
“Have I then become your enemy by telling you 
the truth?” (4:16). 
Or do we thank God that He stirred up someone, 
by His word, to warn us for our own good? James 
wrote, “Let him know that whoever brings back a 
sinner from his wandering will save his soul from 
death and will cover a multitude of sins” (James 
5:20). Think of the person most important to you. 
If you could literally save that person’s life, would 
you do it? The person who corrects me is helping 
me to save my soul! 

How I respond to rebuke says much about what 
kind of person I am and will be! Everyone sins. 
What distinguishes us is what we do about our 
sin. Humility is the character trait that enables us 
to accept correction. Wisdom helps us to see the 
value of legitimate rebuke. We should count 
among our blessings every person and/or event 
which pulls us away from evil and toward God, 
regardless of how painful the process might be. 
Hopefully we can learn from the examples of 
David and Abigail – both how to rebuke and how 
to respond to it.  
 
 



 

 

 

 

	  

3

journey to find Nabal and take vengeance. 

David’s response was wrong. He was on his 
way to return evil for evil, to “shed blood 
without cause” (25:31). Nabal’s reaction to 
David’s request seems to have been born of 
selfishness and ingratitude, but David was 
about to resort to violence and bloodshed. 

Enter Abigail, Nabal’s wife. Informed of 
Nabal’s foolishness by the servants, she 
prepared a large gift of food for David and his 
men and sent it on before her. 

Nabal and Abigail were evidently opposites; 
He was foolish (“Nabal” means foolish and 
appears to have been a fitting name for his 
behavior); she was intelligent and wise; he 
was harsh; she was gentle and tactful. 

Courage in Rebuke 

Abigail intercepted David and his company 
and pled with him. She assumed 
responsibility for Nabal's actions, noting that 
he was well named (vv. 24-25). She claimed 
that the Lord had held David back from the 
doing of wrong, evidently by her coming (v. 
26). Noting that David was destined to be 
ruler of Israel, she reminded him that he 
wouldn’t want to look back on this event and 
regret it (vv. 30-31). Abigail’s comments are 
actually a rebuke of what David was about to 
do. Note the courage needed to administer 
such a rebuke! 

The Manner of Rebuke 

However, Abigail also exhibited a great deal 
of wisdom in her rebuke. She adapted her 
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tone and her manner to fit the circumstances. 
She did not come across as haughty, nor did 
she adopt an attitude of superiority because 
she was “in the right.” She wanted David to 
understand that she was interested in his 
good (v. 26). 
She recognized the position of the one whom 
she was rebuking; he was the future king of 
Israel! Still…although it is certainly true that 
David had been treated shabbily, she does not 
excuse his intended action. 

Finally, she appealed to his sense of right and 
the consequences of his action. “And when 
the Lord has done to my lord according to all 
the good that he has spoken concerning you 
and has appointed you prince over Israel, my 
lord shall have no cause of grief or pangs of 
conscience for having shed blood without 
cause or for my lord working salvation 
himself. And when the Lord has dealt well 
with my lord, then remember your servant” 
(vv. 30-31).  

A Good Response 

David’s response to Abigail’s rebuke could 
have been anger and resentment. He could 
have responded in self-righteousness (“What 
about Nabal?”). He was being rebuked by a 
woman in a culture not given to “gender 
equality” in many ways. 

David, however, saw Abigail's coming and 
rebuke as being from God (v. 32). He blessed 
both God “who sent you” and Abigail who 
had “kept me this day from bloodguilt and 
from working salvation with my own hand.” 

	  
David said that this man would not die, but Solomon had him killed. Who 

was he? 
 

The	  answer	  to	  this	  question	  is	  on	  the	  back	  page.	  
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Bible Challenge Question 
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Evidence/examples	  that	  Jesus	  is	  a	  loving	  person:	  
1.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
2.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
3.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

The	  sternness	  of	  Jesus	  illustrated:	  
1.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
2.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
3.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
L	   	   	  and	  f	   	   	   	  are	  not	  diametrically	  opposed.	  
	  
Love	  seeks	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   .	  
	  
T	   	   	   	  L	   	   	  :	  an	  expression	  to	  talk	  about	  the	  way	  people	  
act	  when	  they	  take	  difficult/tough	  action	  toward	  loved	  ones.	  
	  
P	   	   	   	   	  C	   	   	   	   	  :	  demands	  that	  nothing	  be	  said	  
or	  done	  that	  might	  criticize,	  offend	  or	  make	  someone	  or	  some	  
group	  uncomfortable.	  
	  

Sermon	  Notes	  

The Real Jesus: Tough Love 
By	  Allen	  Dvorak	  

By	  this	  we	  know	  	   	   ,	  that	  he	  laid	  down	  his	  	   	   	  for	  us,	  and	  we	  
ought	  to	  lay	  down	  our	  lives	  for	  the	  	   	   	   	   .	  

-‐-‐	  1	  John	  	   	   	  (ESV)	  	  
	  

And Jesus, looking at 
him, loved him, and said 

to him, “You lack one 
thing: go, sell all that you 

have and give to the 
poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and 

come, follow me.” 
-- Mark 10:21; ESV 

	  


